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We value being: RESPECTFUL SAFE & RESPONSIBLE
Child Safe: Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children
and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.
DATES TO REMEMBER

Monday 8 March—Public Holiday—No School.

TERM 4
SUNSMART

Principal’s Report
Welcome to the new school year. The students settled in well today and looked very smart in
their school uniforms. Thank you for your work preparing your child for school again. The
students were excited but also a little nervous. A special welcome to our new preps and to
students transferring in from other schools.
Staff returned yesterday. They prepared the rooms and planned for a smooth start to the term.
If you have any questions please contact your class teacher. All students will be given a 2021
diary for home-school communication.
New staff: Deb West has joined our teaching staff after working as a casual teacher with
us. New education support staff include Felicity Rogers and Leanne Weinert. Shirley
James has returned from leave. We wish them well in their new roles.
Please see the letter within the newsletter from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, Brett Sutton. At the moment masks are recommended when physical distancing of 1.5metres can't be
maintained. The most important action school communities can take to reduce the risk of
transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19), is to ensure that any unwell staff and students remain at home and get tested, even with the mildest of symptoms.
I am looking forward to giving out the
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Please note: The Department (which includes our school) does not have accident
insurance. Items of personal property that are lost, stolen or damaged at school are
not the responsibility of Mildura Specialist School or the Department. Staff and students are reminded not to bring items of value to school.

Victorian Chief Health Officer message to schools
and their communities
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome back the Victorian school community in 2021.
Following an incredible effort by students, staff, teachers, parents and carers last year, Victorian schools
are well placed to safely commence the new school year. Schools will return to a largely normal program
of activities, including welcoming parents and other vital members of the school community back into their
grounds.
Throughout the pandemic, Victorian schools have rapidly adapted and successfully implemented measures
to reduce the risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission in school environments. By embedding
COVIDSafe principles in all its operations and reinforcing good behaviours throughout 2020, schools have
created safe spaces, and are in a strong position to quickly respond to any coronavirus (COVID-19) risks
that may emerge.
Given the current very low risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission in the community, continued high
rates of testing, wastewater monitoring, and continued observance of health and safety measures in schools;
those with medical vulnerabilities or their carers can feel reassured that they can safely return to working
and learning on site.
While we have seen outbreaks emerge over the summer break, we have also witnessed our capacity to respond quickly to limit the impact of these outbreaks. Should community cases of coronavirus (COVID-19)
increase again, I am confident that with COVIDSafe plans in place, alongside our ability to quickly identify
and respond to cases – schools remain safe places for all staff and students. I also continue to be reassured
by evidence that children are less impacted by the virus and are less likely to develop severe illness.
It is crucial, however, for everyone to remain vigilant – to stay home when unwell, get tested, perform regular hand hygiene, wear a mask when required and maintain physical distancing from others when practical. Schools should consider how they can continue to pursue strategies that contribute to reduced transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19).
Schools and parents continue to have an important role to promote and ensure testing when a child or staff
member has any symptoms, no matter how mild, and then stay home. Getting tested and staying home until
results are known, remains critical to limiting community transmission.
Adj Clin Prof Brett Sutton
Victorian Chief Health Officer

All Abilities Sport activities in February 2021
Mildura Workers Bowls Club, and Mildura Lawn Tennis Club are providing sport options for people with disability in February and March this year.
On Tuesday evenings Mildura Workers Bowls Club, coordinate an All Abilities Lawn Bowls Program. This will commence on 2nd Feb to the 30th March 2021, 6-7pm. This is a free program for
everyone to come along and enjoy and learn the basics of lawn bowls. All equipment is supplied
by the club.
Mildura Lawn Tennis Club will be conducting a social tennis program for people with disabilities
on Wednesday evenings from 6-7pm. Everyone is welcome to come and join the program which
will recommence on the 3rd February until to the 31st March 2021. If you are not a member of
Mildura Lawn Tennis Club, it will be $6 to play each week. For Club members it is a free program.
We play social tennis matches and some minor coaching, to help improve skills, coordination and
direction. Club professional Bill Madaferri, conducts the session each week.
If you would like any further information or register of either of these programs, please contact
Tanya at Mallee Sports Assembly, on (: 5021 3464; mobile: 0417 925 539.
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SCHOOL REMINDERS Cont……..
EXCURSIONS

All excursions can be paid by instalments, either at the school office or
online through the school account. See above for details for the school
bank account.
Please ensure all relevant forms are signed and returned with payment before the due date.

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUNDS (CSEF)

PAYMENTS

School fees, camps, excursion
and cooking costs etc. can be
paid to our Bank Account details are
Commonwealth Bank
BSB: 063 557
Account No: 10080861
Please enter the name of student and activity you are paying
for.
Thankyou

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) commenced in 2015.
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card (Centrelink Card/
Health Care Card) or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply for CSEF. $125 per year is paid for eligible primary school students, and $225 per year is paid for eligible secondary school students. A special
consideration eligibility category also exists. Payments are made directly to the school.
CSEF applications forms are available at the front office.

MEDICAL

At Mildura Specialist School we have children who are at risk of an anaphylactic reaction to nuts in the
school. Please be mindful of this when preparing your child’s lunch or snacks.

HEADLICE

As a school community, we share the responsibility to control and manage head lice infections. Head lice have been
around for many thousands of years and cannot be eradicated. Supporting each other to minimize their spread is
vital.
It is important to check your child’s head regularly with conditioner and comb even when you don’t think your child
has head lice.

MEDICATION

In the interests of safe practice, medication must be brought to the office in its original packaging by an adult and
paper work completed to authorise school personnel to administer it.

Please note: Students are not to transport medication to school.
CANTEEN NEWS The canteen will operate each Friday; orders must be com-

pleted and returned to school no later than Tuesday morning of that week.
Order forms are available from the school office or can be downloaded and printed from
the MSS website.
All lunch orders must be in on Tuesday mornings.

UNIFORMS

Our school uniforms are supplied by LASER SIGN & PRINT and are available from 3 Andriske Crt Mildura. Contact person is
Darran Seaman, phone: 03 5021 1129 mob: 0429 437 858. For all other enquiries for uniforms please contact the school.

PARENT/GUARDIAN/CARER CONCERNS

If you have a concern with any aspect of your child’s education, please contact the Office (5021 3311). They will:
1. Put you in touch with the appropriate person
2. Help organise a meeting with the appropriate person.
It is important that your concerns are addressed as quickly as possible.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Parents/Carers please take note of Parent Pick Up times.
Early Years and Upper Primary Years: 2:40—2.50 PM
Secondary Years and VCAL. 2.50—3.00PM
This is to help ease congestion on Deakin Ave and for safety of cars and students.

