MILDURA SPECIALIST SCHOOL

Newsletter

No : 8

DATE: 24 May 2018

We value being: RESPECTFUL SAFE & RESPONSIBLE
Child Safe: Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children
and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.

DATES TO REMEMBER
End of Term 2—29 June

TERM 2

SUNSMART

Principal’s Report
Education Week: The theme for schools acr oss the state is Celebrating the arts.
“The arts promote student engagement and educational outcomes by boosting motivation and artistic expression,
building confidence and self-esteem, leadership skills, co-operation, collaboration, forging friendships and a sense
of belonging.”
Our project this year is to create an engaging space and our own Art exhibition of student work. Classes around the
school will complete a piece of work to display in an outdoor exhibition. Families and carers will be invited in to
visit the display when completed in the coming weeks.
Disability EXPO: Many families and car er s visited the EXPO on Tuesday with students and families fr om
local schools also invited. Service providers presented a vast array of information to support students with a disability. This included recreational pursuits, respite, camps and excursions and information about how to navigate services. Students attended and took home a lot of information to consider. It is important for parents and carers to
know what can be accessed to promote social engagement, build confidence and communication skills when interacting in the community. If you have never registered with Disability Services, it is time to have a look and make
contact.
National Disability Insurance Scheme pr esentations wer e also held with at least 60 families r epr esented.
NDIS will be in Mildura in 2019 with a number of students already receiving packages. Be prepared and do your
homework prior to your child’s pre planning meeting. The quality of the plan will depend on what you tell your
planner.
TIPS from those who have plans already- Ensure you have a face to face meeting not over the phone. Ensure your
planner has experience and understands the process. Do your homework and list everything your child will need
across a range of areas. There are documents around to guide you in this if you missed the EXPO or the school
based information sessions.
AMAZE are offering sessions in Mildura in June and July. More information is in this newsletter. I urge you to attend and be prepared.
Fun Run: Student Repr esentative Council member s or ganised the event for today and we look for war d to
the feedback in the next newsletter.
School Council met this week. A number of ideas wer e offer ed par ticular ly in developing the secondar y
school yard areas for recreation facilities. A plan to develop this area is currently underway.
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P.O. Box 63CP Mildura 3501
Principal: Marg Curran
Assistant Principal : Penny Hale
Email: mildura.ss@edumail.vic.gov.au

(P) 50213311

(F) 50213314

Web Address: www.mildss.vic.edu.au

Principal’s Award

Congratulations to all Award winners this fortnight.

SWPBS—School Wide Positive Behaviour Support

Art & Music Awards
Students at this school regularly produce beautiful artwork making the selection of an Art Award recipient one
of the most difficult decisions to make each week.
However every now and again a student “pulls one out of
the bag”, creating an artwork that is exceptional or really
eye catching.
This week Matilda from ILS has done just that, receiving
an Art Award for a piece of work she started doing last
term. Using the letters of her name and encouraged by
designs added to the letters Matilda has diligently coloured each detail during the times she has attended Art
sessions. Her efforts show a final colourful name tag that
she completed last week!

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL
Early Years’ students have just participated in the ‘Fun Run’ held on the back oval this morning. It was great to
see students and staff dressed up in their house colours and supporting their fellow team mates, in splashes of
red, blue, yellow and green. Congratulations to all those that participated and the age group winners.
In the classroom students have been working on classifying animals. Students have been working on constructing animals during Art activities for example making birds with feathers.
Now that the cold weather is upon us, we need to make sure that jumpers and jackets are labelled with names to
prevent uniform jumpers and jackets getting mixed up.
Students in Room 9 have been learning about volunteering;
what it is, how it happens and who is involved.
During one session, students learnt about CFA firefighters and
were lucky enough to try on some of their gear.

Students and staff in room 12 worked together to
paint this amazing mural. First sponging a blue background and then squirting their favorite colours all
over it. A series of murals are planned to brighten up
our workspace.

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL
Ashton's Krazy Kosi Klimb

On the weekend of the 17th and 18th of February, Ashton joined with Cerebral Palsy
Alliance for their annual Krazy Kosi Klimb. Team Ashton consisted of Ashton, his
Mum Kym, brother Jacoby, friend Shara, Rowena (school physiotherapist), Erica
(school ES) and four members from Multiplex. Team Ashton joined nineteen other
teams hiking from Charlottes Pass to the summit of
Mt Kosciusko, a total of
18.4km. It was an amazing event for Ashton to take part in.
Many local sponsors and individuals contributed to fundraising for Cerebral Palsy Alliance and funding Ashton's trip to Kosciusko National Park.
On Tuesday 8th May, Ashton used his eye-gaze communication device to present a talk
to the Red Cliffs Lions Club who contributed significantly to his trip. Members were
impressed by Ashton's use of the device and were very grateful to have had the opportunity to hear about the experience their funds had enabled.

Students from Later Years organised activities in preparation for the Fun Run. They
researched and rehearsed the activities to
meet educational goals and outcomes.
Students then ran the activities in House
Teams. All students participated in games
such as Tunnel Ball and Duck Duck Goose
giving them an opportunity to meet other
members of their House before our upcoming Fun Run.

VCAL Students have been developing their skills and
knowledge and preparing foods for sale in the canteen.
Menu items prepared in house include: single serve
pasta, pizza, sausage rolls, pasties and wok tossed
noodles. Students practise portioning and freezing these
items using food safety and stock rotation techniques.

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL
“TO BE SAFE YOU HAVE TO BE SEEN”
This is the message Room 19 students wished to convey across the school at Assembly on 15 May. They discussed what clothing they wore for work and training purposes in Horticulture, Hospitality, Retail and if going to school on a pushbike. All students agreed high visibility clothing was safe because then they stand out in a public place. And if they stand out they are noticed which means they are being seen. And if they are seen they are on the way to being SAFE!

Students have been busy with tallying the totals form Jump Rope For heart and Coles Sports for Schools vouchers. A total of
$1828 was collected for Jump Rope for Heart, an amazing achievement by all involved. Prizes from this event should arrive
later this term. Coles Sports for Schools Vouchers were tallied at 63983 vouchers. This number exceeded our expectations and
students have been online searching for new sporting equipment to order. A fantastic effort from the entire school community.
A group of students have also delivered the pet food that was collected to the Mildura Rural City Council pound. A special
thank you to Belinda Blennerhassetts' husband Mark who also donated a 20kg bag of dog food to add to our collection. We will
do another pet food drive for SARG later in the year.

On Sunday the 20th of May students Ryan and Graham represented our
school at the Walk Wentworth Sing community event. The evening featured performances from a community instrumental ensemble as well as
an all ages community choir. Our students performed admirably and
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. A big thank you to these students and
their families for attending this event! Also, thank you to Catherine
Threlfall for getting our school involved in this initiative.

The Field Days
We went to the Field Days. I saw big machines,
tractors and stuff. I patted a dingo I had never
patted a dingo, a croc and a snake. I saw my
Mum and Giaan they were face painting.
Also I got freebies. The Field Days was fun.
by Ashlyn Brown

SCHOOL REMINDER
EXCURSIONS

PAYMENTS

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUNDS
(CSEF)

School fees, camps, excursion and
cooking costs etc. can be paid to our
Bank Account details are :
Commonwealth Bank
BSB: 063 557
Account No: 10080861

All excursions can be paid by instalments, either at the school
office or online through the school account. See above for details
for the school bank account.
Please ensure all relevant forms are signed and returned with

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) commenced in
2015.
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card
(Centrelink Card/Health Care Card) or temporary foster parents
are eligible to apply for CSEF. $125 per year is paid for eligible
primary school students, and $225 per year paid for eligible secondary school students. A special consideration eligibility cate-

Please enter the name of student and
activity you are paying for.
Thankyou

MEDICAL
At Mildura Specialist School we have children who have an anaphylactic reaction to nuts, eggs, seafood and kiwi fruit in the school. Please be mindful of
this fact when preparing your child’s lunch or snacks.

HEADLICE
As a school community, we share the responsibility to control and manage head lice infections. Head lice have been around for many thousands of years and cannot be eradicated.
Supporting each other to minimize their spread is vital.
It is important to check your child’s head regularly with conditioner and comb even when
you don’t think your child has head lice.

MEDICATION
In the interests of safe practice, medication must be brought to the office in its original packaging by an adult and
paper work completed to authorise school personnel to administer it.

Please note: Students are not to transport medication to school.
CANTEEN NEWS
The canteen will operate each Friday; orders must be completed and
returned to school no later than Tuesday morning of that week.
Order forms are available to download and print from the MSS website.
All lunch orders must be in on Tuesday mornings.

UNIFORMS
Our school uniforms are supplied by LASER SIGN & PRINT and are available from 3 Andriske Crt
Mildura. Contact person is Darran Seaman, phone: 03 5021 1129 mob: 0429 437 858
For all other enquiries for uniforms please contact the school.

PARENT/GUARDIAN/CARER CONCERNS
If you have a concern with any aspect of your child’s education, please contact the Office (5021 3311). They will:
1. Put you in touch with the appropriate person
2. Help organise a meeting with the appropriate person.
It is important that your concerns are addressed as quickly as possible.

SCHOOL REMINDERS
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Parents/Carers please take note of Parent Pick Up times.
Early Years and Lower Middle Years: 2:40—2.50 PM
Upper Middle Years and Later Years. 2.50—3.00PM
This is to help ease congestion on Deakin Ave and for safety of cars and students.
—————————————————————————————————————————–————————-—–
STUDENT ABSENCES
If your child is absent from school could you please notify by one of the following means:

Phone: 5021 3311

Medical certificate

Appointment notification

A signed and dated note with student full name

Healthy snacking for your child
Tips for parents



Set limits on the number of sugary snacks allowed – explain that they are treats and not for every day.



Offer your child a variety of healthy snacks so they can make their own choice about what they want to eat. This will also get
them in the habit of choosing healthy foods.



Always have healthy snacks in the home to remove the temptation of choosing unhealthy ones. Plan what you need to buy
before you go to the supermarket – you’ll also save money by making less impulse purchases.



Don’t give snacks too close to meal times. This can discourage children from eating their main meal and means they may want
to have a snack shortly after.



Avoid offering soft drinks and other sugary drinks. They can contribute to tooth decay and weight gain, as well as making



children feel full. Water and low fat milk are healthier options.
Snacks can be a great way to get your child to eat more fruit and vegetables.

An initiative of NSW Ministry of Health, NSW Department of Education, Office of Sport and the Heart Foundation.

—————————————————————————————————————————–————————-—

COMMUNITY NEWS

Disability Expo
Mildura Specialist School
(Multi-Purpose Room)
Tuesday 22 May 2018
10:30 a.m.- 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.- 5:00 p.m.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Amaze Information Session

People with autism accessing the NDIS
Amaze in partnership with Mildura Rural City Council is hosting an Information Session
which will assist people with autism and their families access the National Disability
Insurance Scheme (NDIS).
The National Disability Insurance Scheme [NDIS] will commence in the Mildura Region
from 1st January, 2019 and will be a significant change in the way disability services are
provided. Come along to find about the NDIS and how the changes will impact on
individuals on the Autism Spectrum.
Presenter: Car mel Topp
NDIS Community Engagement
Officer AMAZE (formerly Autism
Victoria)
Date: 14th J une, 2018
Time: 10am – 12pm
Venue: Alfred Deakin Centre
Benetook Room
Corner 12th Street & Deakin
Avenue Mildura

Register to attend:
Email:
belida.fitzgerald@mildura.vic.gov.au
or
Phone: 03 5018 8100

