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We value being: RESPECTFUL SAFE & RESPONSIBLE
Child Safe: Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children
and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.

DATES TO REMEMBER
21 December—Last day of School –Early Departure. School Finishes at 1 pm.
Early Departure & Taxis—Commencing 12.40pm
Term 1 2019 Commences Thursday 31 January.

TERM 4
SUNSMART

Principal’s Report
Summer Fun Day:
I would like to thank Judi L’Huillier for organisation of the Summer Fun Day this week and the coordinators for their
work in making it a successful day. The Later Years’ students were instrumental in the planning of the day and in engaging other students throughout the school. A big thankyou to Mildura Lions Club members who once again prepared a
BBQ for all who attended. Students certainly had fun and families attending got a little wet as well.
Volunteers: Dur ing last weeks’ assembly volunteers, were presented with certificates of appreciation, followed by a
morning tea. Warren Pearce, Rosslyn Talent, Tracy Sibun, Pauline Hanson and Lesley Elliott offered wonderful support
to students in the areas they worked adding value to the experiences our students have.
Planning for 2019: As furniture, equipment and materials are moved across the school it can be unsettling for students.
Friday is very busy and students will complete their day by 1 pm to allow all pack up procedures for holiday works and
cleaning to be prepared in a safe way.
Information material about the return to school on Thursday, January 31st will be sent home this week. The first two days
of the week will be utilised for classroom planning and professional learning for staff.
Staff Changes:
A number of teaching staff will take leave in 2019: Mark Tregeagle will teach at Mildura Senior College, Shirley James
and Stephanie Bradshaw have leave for the year.
We welcome Shenae Francis, Alex Rowbotham and James Paterson to our team for 2019.
In Appreciation: I would like to thank all staff for their commitment to the education of our students over the 2018 year and
also our School Councillors for their contribution to the governance of the school throughout the year. They are a dedicated
group who come together, led by President, Connie Aldamiz, to consider decisions that impact on our school community and
support student learning.
Finally I wish all a safe and happy time over the holiday break.
Marg Curran
Principal
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Principal’s Award
Congratulations to all Award winners this fortnight.

SWPBS—School Wide Positive Behaviour Support
This year we have had a number of students receiving SWPBS wrist bands
for Being Responsible, Being Safe and Being Respectful. We appreciate
how parents/carers have also worked with the same language at home with
the students to embed the language and school values. It is great to see so
many students wearing their wristbands proudly. Some students keep them
on their desks and water bottles rather than wearing them. This photo
shows the Term 4 wrist band Award winners, congratulations to all.

Art & Music Awards
Memphis from Room 9 is the final Art Award recipient
for the year! It is appropriate that Memphis is acknowledged for his imaginative work. He has consistently
thought about what and how to deliver his lively ideas,
usually resolving the means of making, or asking for
assistance on ways to bring these ideas to fruition. Memphis has worked quietly and always with a focus on his idea to capture a particular way of expressing himself, often with surprising results. Well done, Memphis!
I would like to thank all students for their contributions towards every Art project and activity throughout the year and to the staff who have supported them.
A special certificate is being issued to those staff in recognition of the hard
work they put in working alongside the students.
Finally, may you have a peaceful and relaxing Christmas, New Year break, do a load of creative activities
and enjoy some new and unexpected adventures before returning at the end of January, 2019!

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL
The Early Years’ students have enjoyed learning about
Celebrations this term. Last week we completed our term
with a Christmas party. All the classes brought something
to share. Students enjoyed the music and lights by Emily.
Mrs Curran joined in the celebration
too. All the Staff in Early Years would
like to wish
all families
a safe holiday period
and look for
forward to seeing everyone in 2019.

This week in Room 11 the students have been engaged in OT Christmas activities.
The students used their sensory skills to make Christmas ornaments out of salt and
flour. This activity encouraged turn taking and using learnt measurement skills.
The students have really enjoyed the hands on approach to learning.

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL

The Upper Middle Years’ staff would like to thank you for your support and we hope you enjoy a relaxing
holiday.
We had so much fun on Tuesday during our Summer Fun Day. Congratulations to those students who received SWPBS prizes at Assembly- great work.
To those students moving into Later Years next year, we wish you all the best. Thank you for your hard
work.
To those students moving from Lower Middle Years, we are looking forward to getting to know you next
year.

Later Years’ staff and students held their annual end of year celebration lunch last Wednesday. Students
sat down with staff and enjoyed a meal and celebrated their achievements for 2018. Hospitality students
prepared three roast meats along with salads and all the trimmings while VAL and Pal students prepared a
range of delicious sweets. Well done to all involved it was a wonderful way to end the year.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

GRADUATING PREPS 2018
We have been lucky to have Hammerton’s supporting our graduating preps with reading. They donate
books. This year our students were presented with a selection of books and they quickly opened them to
read. They were also given a bag donated by the students of the well being team at Mildura Primary
School. Congratulations to our Preps on a fabulous first year at school.

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES

Frozen banana pops
What you need:

Paddlepop sticks

Bananas

Yoghurt

Chopped nuts or desiccated coconut

Easy bruschetta
What you need:

Fresh bread or sliced bread rolls

Olive oil

Diced tomatoes

Crushed garlic

Basil

____________________________________________________________________________

Student Wellbeing

I would just like to write a short note to wish
everyone a Merry Xmas and a Happy New
Year. Like many others I feel as though the year
has flown past. On reflection, we’ve had another busy time providing support to students and
families.
I hope you enjoy the time you have off and
travel safe if you’re heading somewhere for
Xmas. I look forward to seeing all students returning next year.
Darren Jones
Student Wellbeing Coordinator.

SCHOOL REMINDER
EXCURSIONS

All excursions can be paid by instalments, either at the school office or online
through the school account. See above for details for the school bank account.
Please ensure all relevant forms are signed and returned with payment before the
due date.

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUNDS (CSEF)

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) commenced in 2015.
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card (Centrelink Card/Health
Care Card) or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply for CSEF. $125 per
year is paid for eligible primary school students, and $225 per year is paid for eligible secondary school students. A special consideration eligibility category also
exists. Payments are made directly to the school.
CSEF applications forms are available at the front office.

PAYMENTS
School fees, camps, excursion and cooking costs
etc. can be paid to our
Bank Account details are
Commonwealth Bank
BSB: 063 557
Account No: 10080861
Please enter the name of
student and activity you
are paying for.
Thankyou

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

MEDICAL

At Mildura Specialist School we have children who are at risk of an
anaphylactic reaction to nuts, eggs, seafood and kiwi fruit in the school.
Please be mindful of this when preparing your child’s lunch or snacks.

HEADLICE
As a school community, we share the responsibility to control and manage head lice infections. Head lice have been around for many thousands of years and cannot be eradicated.
Supporting each other to minimize their spread is vital.
It is important to check your child’s head regularly with conditioner and comb even when
you don’t think your child has head lice.

MEDICATION
In the interests of safe practice, medication must be brought to the office in its original packaging by an adult and
paper work completed to authorise school personnel to administer it.

Please note: Students are not to transport medication to school.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

CANTEEN NEWS

The canteen will operate each Friday; orders must be completed and
returned to school no later than Tuesday morning of that week.
Order forms are available to download and print from the MSS website.
All lunch orders must be in on Tuesday mornings.

UNIFORMS

Our school uniforms are supplied by LASER SIGN & PRINT and are available from 3 Andriske Crt Mildura. Contact person is Darran Seaman, phone: 03 5021 1129 mob: 0429 437 858
For all other enquiries for uniforms please contact the school.

PARENT/GUARDIAN/CARER CONCERNS

If you have a concern with any aspect of your child’s education, please contact the Office (5021 3311). They will:
1. Put you in touch with the appropriate person
2. Help organise a meeting with the appropriate person.
It is important that your concerns are addressed as quickly as possible.

SCHOOL REMINDERS
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Parents/Carers please take note of Parent Pick Up times.
Early Years and Lower Middle Years: 2:40—2.50 PM
Upper Middle Years and Later Years. 2.50—3.00PM
This is to help ease congestion on Deakin Ave and for safety of cars and students.
____________________________________________________________________________________

STUDENT ABSENCES

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon as possible on the day of absence. Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away,
helps ensure the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility.
If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained.
Please notify the school by one of the following means:

Phone: 03 5021 3311

Medical Certificate

Appointment notification

A signed and dated note with student’s full name
____________________________________________________________________________________

SAME DAY NOTIFICATION OF STUDENT ABSENCES
New Education Department Attendance Guidelines
Schools need to know when and why a child is absent and you need to know if your child isn’t at school.
From the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government schools are required to contact parents/carers as soon as practicable on
the same day of an unexplained student absence. If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the
school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained.
This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s
education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them behind.
What is your responsibility?
let the school know in advance of any upcoming absences or let them know in the morning if your child
won’t be at school. In order for schools to implement the same day notification requirement, it’s essential that you provide the
school with your most up-to-date contact details.
Generally one notification will be sent per family. Should there be circumstances that require both parents and carers to be
notified, please contact the school to make the necessary arrangements.
What is the school’s responsibility?
The school must notify you of an unexplained absence in relation to your child as soon as practicable on the same day.
We will let you know by phone.

COMMUNITY NEWS

