MILDURA SPECIALIST SCHOOL
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We value being: RESPECTFUL SAFE & RESPONSIBLE
Child Safe: Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children
and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.

DATES TO REMEMBER
19 March –Multicultural Assembly and Night
25 March –Lake Cullulleraine Activity week
1-5 April –Alpine Bike Camp
23 April –Student Free Day – Staff Professional Learning
15 July –Student Free Day – Staff Professional Learning
5 April –Last day of Term 1

TERM 1
SUNSMART

Principal’s Report
Multi-Cultural Evening: Tuesday 19 at 5:30-7:30 pm in the school courtyard.
Students have been learning about other countries and cultures. Topics included foods, music, dance, national flags and other interesting facts. Class projects will be displayed in the courtyard and a number of
items planned for your entertainment. Bring your family members, a picnic tea, a rug or chair and enjoy
the time with family in a relaxed atmosphere. Come along for the whole time or part of it as it suits your
schedule. Important: This is an event for families to attend and an adult must accompany and remain with
students at the event.
Swimming sessions have continued at the Wave Pool for students in Lower Middles with pr ogr ess
made in skills and confidence.
School Council: This is the fir st year students will have official r epr esentation on School Council
and is one way of creating opportunities for students to learn about decision-making and leadership.
While students have made representation to School Council on issues they would like raised this will formalise the process. The new school council will meet for their first meeting on 29 March. At this meeting,
we will also present the 2018 Annual Report for endorsement.
Professional Learning and Pupil Free Days: The Leader ship Team has developed the pr ofessional
learning schedule for the year, which aligns with our goals in improving literacy and communication outcomes for all students. A focus across all levels will be on developing knowledge and use of vocabulary.
You can support your child by having conversations, using, and explaining the meaning of words, they
see in the community and in listening as they retell you what happened in a story line, or in their day.
Speech Pathologists are working alongside teachers to introduce a program called Project Core for students needing support that is more intensive.
The school has also invested in alternative communication devices and training for those students with
complex needs including intensive work with a variety of models which rely on students using Eye Gaze
to manipulate the device. It is amazing to watch students operate the software and very powerful to see
their capability and eagerness to use it.
These programs would have been discussed at Student Support Group meetings with teachers in the past
weeks when setting learning goals.
Scheduled Professional learning days for staff will be held on the first day of Term 2, 23 April and
Term 3, 15 Jul. Students do not attend on these days. You may like to add these to your diaries for planning.
We look forward to celebrating with you next Tuesday at our Multi Cultural evening.
Marg Curran
Principal
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Principal’s Award
Congratulations to all Award winners this fortnight.

SWPBS—School Wide Positive Behaviour Support
This fortnight we have seen a number of students being very respectful which is the
school value we have been working on. They have been looking after equipment in
the playground. Students are encouraged to pack up after each play to ensure the yard
is clean and safe for the next group coming outside. Students are also encouraged to
have personal space especially when moving around the school. We congratulate the
students receiving awards this fortnight.

Art & Music Awards
STANDARD OF ARTWORK CONTINUES TO IMPROVE AND SURPRISE!
Students continue to generate good effort, cheerful attitude and best of all, a willingness to try out new
ideas when they work in the Art Room. As usual, choosing an Art Award recipient each week is very difficult as the application and dedication from all students is positive across all classes! Students are commended on their enthusiasm towards developing ideas and the feedback about each other’s work is
thoughtful and constructive.
Students receiving the weekly Art
Award were Tulisha for her interpretative painting of a kangaroo
while both Brandon and Justin did
extra work on top of their project,
further applying the techniques
they were shown and had practised. Well done!

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL

Early Years’ Room 17 students have been getting ready for our Harmony Day by doing cultural activities
from Aboriginal Dreamtime stories like Tiddalick the Frog.
Toby and Hannah are playing with stick puppets of the characters.
Isaiah and Ellara made a
frog paper plate hand puppet.

Isaiah and David painted the Aboriginal flag colours on their hands to
make hand prints.
We hope you can join us next Tuesday for our Multi-Cultural evening to
see the work other students have done about their country and its culture.

Rooms 6, 8 and 9 have been participating in a swimming program at the Waves for the last two weeks improving
their skills in the water . The other Lower Middle classes have been undertaking a Hydrotherapy program at school
to improve water familiarisation skills.
Lower Middles’ classes are
also preparing for MultiCultural Night activities by
researching, learning and creating items about their different countries to be displayed
next Tuesday.

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL
Room 22 students have been learning how to write paragraphs. Students must include
a topic sentence, two or three supporting sentences and a concluding sentence. We
have been using a hamburger analogy to help with reinforcement of this concept.
Room 23 students have been learning about Canada for Multi-Cultural day. We have
discussed what their traditional foods are, made a flag and sung the National Anthem.
Pictured below are activities from Friday subject rotations.

Room 23 students working with Frances to learn how to touch type. Daniel and Curtis are putting wheels
on their motorised car in James' class. Lacey is running for a warm-up, in PE.
Last week, our Later
Years’ students practised
their lawn bowling skills.
Students followed modelled prompts and listened
to how the ball is held and
delivered.
Personal and Applied Learning (PAL) students
visited the Integrated Recycling centre and learnt
how the plastic vine coverings are broken down to
make lawn edging, picnic tables and garden
spikes. They are now planning to collect food
scraps from classrooms to put through their recently purchased compost bin.
CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY: Students and staff cleaned up areas given to them by the Later Years organising group. Lots of rubbish was removed, particularly from the front of the school and car parking area. Thanks to all who helped!!

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES

Dental and Oral health


What parents can do

By now, your child is probably already brushing their own
teeth, though they may still need your help. Help your
child brush their teeth until you are sure they can do it well
themselves. This is usually from seven to eight years of
age.

by

When your child’s adult teeth start coming through, you should:

Allow the loose baby tooth to fall out on its own. If you try and pull a baby tooth before it’s ready
to fall out, it can snap and this can lead to infection.

Maintain your child’s teeth-brushing routine. They should brush their teeth every morning and every night with a soft brush and appropriate fluoride toothpaste, being gentle around any loose baby
teeth. After brushing they should spit out toothpaste, not swallow it or rinse with water.


Dental checks

Every child has different oral health needs. Talk with your dentist about how often your child should have
a dental check-up. All children under 12 years old are eligible for Victoria’s public oral health service,
which provides check-ups, advice and treatments from community-based dental clinics.

National Day of Action – Bullying No Way!
The National Day of Action
(NDA) against Bullying and
Violence is an important day
in the school calendar to join
with other schools across Australia to say
‘Bullying. No Way!’
Mildura Specialist
School is joining the nationwide movement and
standing together against bullying with schools
across Australia on Friday 15 March 2019. The
theme for the NDA 2019 is: Bullying. No Way!
Take action every day. The school plans to
have classroom discussion and other activities
providing students with the opportunity to learn
and develop skills to prevent and manage bullying. If you’d like further information regarding
the day visit: https://bullyingnoway.gov.au or
contact Darren Jones – Student Wellbeing Coordinator.

By Brenton Stone

PRIVATE CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE
If you transport your child to and from school by private car and reside over 4.8km from the school,
you are entitled to apply for Conveyance Allowance. Applications for the first instalment close on
8 March 2019.
Please call into the office to fill out a form.

SCHOOL REMINDER
EXCURSIONS

All excursions can be paid by instalments, either at the school office or online
through the school account. See above for details for the school bank account.
Please ensure all relevant forms are signed and returned with payment before the
due date.

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUNDS (CSEF)

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) commenced in 2015.
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card (Centrelink Card/Health
Care Card) or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply for CSEF. $125 per
year is paid for eligible primary school students, and $225 per year is paid for eligible secondary school students. A special consideration eligibility category also
exists. Payments are made directly to the school.
CSEF applications forms are available at the front office.

PAYMENTS
School fees, camps, excursion and cooking costs
etc. can be paid to our
Bank Account details are
Commonwealth Bank
BSB: 063 557
Account No: 10080861
Please enter the name of
student and activity you
are paying for.
Thankyou

MEDICAL

At Mildura Specialist School we have children who are at risk of an
anaphylactic reaction to nuts, eggs, figs, watermelon pineaple and kiwi
fruit in the school. Please be mindful of this when pr epar ing your
child’s lunch or snacks.

HEADLICE
As a school community, we share the responsibility to control and manage head lice infections. Head lice have been around for many thousands of years and cannot be eradicated.
Supporting each other to minimize their spread is vital.
It is important to check your child’s head regularly with conditioner and comb even when
you don’t think your child has head lice.

MEDICATION
In the interests of safe practice, medication must be brought to the office in its original packaging by an adult and
paper work completed to authorise school personnel to administer it.

Please note: Students are not to transport medication to school.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

CANTEEN NEWS

The canteen will operate each Friday; orders must be completed and
returned to school no later than Tuesday morning of that week.
Order forms are available to download and print from the MSS website.
All lunch orders must be in on Tuesday mornings.

UNIFORMS

Our school uniforms are supplied by LASER SIGN & PRINT and are available from 3 Andriske Crt Mildura. Contact person is Darran Seaman, phone: 03 5021 1129 mob: 0429 437 858
For all other enquiries for uniforms please contact the school.

PARENT/GUARDIAN/CARER CONCERNS

If you have a concern with any aspect of your child’s education, please contact the Office (5021 3311). They will:
1. Put you in touch with the appropriate person
2. Help organise a meeting with the appropriate person.
It is important that your concerns are addressed as quickly as possible.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

SCHOOL REMINDERS
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Parents/Carers please take note of Parent Pick Up times.
Early Years and Lower Middle Years: 2:40—2.50 PM
Upper Middle Years and Later Years. 2.50—3.00PM
This is to help ease congestion on Deakin Ave and for safety of cars and students.
____________________________________________________________________________________

STUDENT ABSENCES

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon as possible on the day of absence. Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away,
helps ensure the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility.
If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained.
Please notify the school by one of the following means:

Phone: 03 5021 3311

Medical Certificate

Appointment notification

A signed and dated note with student’s full name
____________________________________________________________________________________

SAME DAY NOTIFICATION OF STUDENT ABSENCES
New Education Department Attendance Guidelines
Schools need to know when and why a child is absent and you need to know if your child isn’t at school.
From the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government schools are required to contact parents/carers as soon as practicable on
the same day of an unexplained student absence. If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the
school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained.
This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s
education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them behind.
What is your responsibility?
let the school know in advance of any upcoming absences or let them know in the morning if your child
won’t be at school. In order for schools to implement the same day notification requirement, it’s essential that you provide the
school with your most up-to-date contact details.
Generally one notification will be sent per family. Should there be circumstances that require both parents and carers to be
notified, please contact the school to make the necessary arrangements.
What is the school’s responsibility?
The school must notify you of an unexplained absence in relation to your child as soon as practicable on the same day.
We will let you know by phone.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Would you like to be part of our Hook in2 Hockey? Come to our Come and Try sessions to
see if hockey if for you. They are Saturday 16th February at 9am-10am or Wednesday 20
February at 6pm-7pm.
Sunraysia Hockey Association is running two Hook in2 Hockey Programs - one on Saturdays 9-10am and one on Wednesdays
6-7pm. Both program run for 8 weeks with week one including a Come and Try session. The program is held at Sunraysia
Hockey grounds at the Old Aerodrome Ovals on Eleventh Street, Gate C
This experience will introduce new players to a game that provides fun, friendship, and teamwork.
It is an action-packed and fun-filled one-hour session that will show players how exciting hockey can be.
For more information please contact Sunraysia Hockey through sunraysiahockey@gmail.com
or Renee Drelaud on 0448936566.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Walk Wentworth Sing 2019
Walk Wentworth Sing Singing and Instrumental Workshops with James Rigby
James Rigby is a highly respected singing facilitator, sought-after Australia-wide for his warm, inviting style and exceptional
skills in getting a group of people singing, laughing, and making gorgeous harmony in minutes.
He has a huge repertoire of songs to share, and specialises in arranging contemporary Australian songs of depth and meaning,
for choirs.
Come and join James this year in Wentworth to gather with other singers and instrumentalists and learn a bunch of songs, including some we will prepare to perform as a massed-choir and ensemble at the 6th Annual Walk Wentworth Sing concert on
Sunday 19th May 2019 at the Wentworth Town Hall. You don’t need to be a member of a choir or band in order to come and
sing andplay with us – and you can come just for the workshops, if you want … no experience needed!
Workshops 16th – 17th March 2019
There will be singing workshops on
Sunday 17th March – 2.30-4.30pm at Museum of Innocence
and an instrumental workshop on
Sunday 17th March – 11.30-1.30pm at Museum of Innocence
Come and join us – all welcome!
Expect to have a great sing and play, and go home feeling uplifted, with warmth in your soul and a smile in your heart!
Register on enquiries@sunraysiaartsandlearning.com.au or 0420939229

