MILDURA SPECIALIST SCHOOL

Newsletter

No : 16

DATE: 11 November 2018

We value being: RESPECTFUL SAFE & RESPONSIBLE
Child Safe: Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children
and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.

DATES TO REMEMBER
23 October—Pizza Café Fundraiser Night : 6.30pm at Pizza Café
23 October—NDIS Information Day (See Flyer)
25 & 26 October—Cricket Carnival for Upper Middle and Later Years students.
1 November— “One Song”

Principal’s Report
Welcome back after the break.
Students were very keen to begin the term and catch up with their friends and familiar routines.
Term Three was full of activities, events, and a lot of fun. Term Four will include preparation for the
Mildura Show exhibits, assessment and reporting, transition and graduation ceremonies.
I would like to thank Penny Hale for her work in the role of Principal, David Wright as Assistant Principal and Heidi Milner as Team Leader for Years 7-12. Heidi will continue in this role for Term Four.
All staff participated in professional learning on Monday organised by Penny Hale. The presenters were
fantastic and the topics covered were so relevant to our work in education.
During the holidays scheduled maintenance in the school included painting some very bright colours
around the school and carpeting an outdoor undercover space for the lower middle area. Exhibits of Artwork completed by students now hang on the wall of the stage in the senior area and look fantastic. Thank
you to Darren Jones for leading the work in this and to all students for their creative pieces especially
rooms 12 and 13 students who have had a number of pieces displayed for some time.
Hats are an important part of being SunSmart and required for outside play during Term Four. It is also
time to break out the summer uniforms. Please ensure any new items have your child’s name clearly labelled on clothing.
Have a wonderful week.
Marg Curran
Principal
Mural created by some of our students.

P.O. Box 63CP Mildura 3501
Principal: Marg Curran
Assistant Principal : Penny Hale
Email: mildura.ss@edumail.vic.gov.au

(P) 50213311

(F) 50213314

Web Address: www.mildss.vic.edu.au

Principal’s Award
Congratulations to all Award winners this fortnight.

SWPBS—School Wide Positive Behaviour Support
Congratulations to the great number of students who received prizes for wearing their wrist bands in Term
Three. We look forward to having more students receiving wrist band prizes at the end of Term Four. This
term we will be specifically working on Being Respectful and Being Responsible.

Art & Music Awards
STEAMING INTO TERM 4!
With a flow on from work done last term, there
was only one Art Award presented at assembly
for the start of Term Four. Ethan from Room 21
received that award for his most impressive vibrant painting that he developed
from his own ideas, selecting the colours, discussing and listening to suggestions and then resolving and applying all that information in his own way. Such independent work was
exciting to see and Ethan was very pleased with what he created!

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL
Welcome to Term Four. During the final term of the school year, student’s will be working on
‘Celebrations’ as their topic. It will include learning about celebrations in Australia and around the world,
creating art pieces and cooking.
As the weather continues to warm, it is important that your child has a water bottle and a hat every day.
Thank you to all the families that were able to attend the school concert at the end of Term Three. The
students had so much fun and worked so hard to perform their act. I am sure you are proud of them, as the
Early Years staff are.

Students in Room 9 have been working on refining
their speaking and listening skills across the week.
The students brainstormed how they could show that
they were paying attention to the speaker and listed
things such as – sitting up, looking in the person’s direction, keeping their hands still and waiting for their
turn to talk. Being given the opportunity to respond to
a speaker by asking questions and making statements
about the topic discussed led to some very meaningful
and purposeful conversations between students.

This term, we have lots of events occurring:
Cricket Clinic for interested students (leading into All Abilities Cricket Festival),
Mildura Show (students have a variety of entries included),
“One Song” 1 November,
School Magazine, Concert Photos and DVDs,
Transition across the school for 2019,
Assessment and Reporting.
As we are in Term Four and we are a SunSmart School, please ensure your child has a hat or cap to wear
when outside the classroom.
Have a great fortnight.

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL
We welcome students to what will be a busy term with VCAL/VET assessments due mid November and
transition planning. There are also a number of exciting new programs in the pipeline so watch this space.
Canteen Reminder:
Students run the Canteen which is open each Friday as part of there VCAL/VET studies. They prepare a
range of foods including homemade items such as Sausage Rolls, Spaghetti, Lasagne and Wok Tossed
noodles to name a few.
Please remember that orders must be in by Tuesday morning. This allows students time to tally menus,
count money, order supplies and shop for ingredients.

_________________________________________________________________________________

Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)
Awareness Month, October 2018
Dare to Lead and help us raise awareness about
how Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) can help individuals with little or no
speech, communicate using assistive technology
tools and strategies to solve every day communicative challenges.
If you know, work with, or look after someone who
is learning to use assistive technology to communicate, please take the time to consider these 5 keys
to great AAC modelling.
Are you modelling how to use the device, do you
know the device, do you know about core words,
have you tried to use the device in fun activities,
are you finding it difficult and you want to quit?
Keep speaking their language as that’s how they
will learn to speak back!
Please don’t quit, instead come and speak to Stephanie or Zorica. We can help you out or you might
like to speak to your private speech pathologist.
Stephanie & Zorica

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES

Children & hydration
Tips to help your kids stay hydrated!
Pack a water bottle for school and when you go out. Try a frozen
water bottle in summer.
Encourage your child to drink water before, after and during physical activity
Always offer water with meals and snacks
Encourage your child to drink water, even if they don’t like it!
Tips for kids who don’t like water
Try adding slices of fruits such as lemon or orange to water, for variety and flavour.
Let your kids choose their own drink bottle or serve water in colourful glasses or jugs.
Be a role model! Make a point of drinking water with your kids.
Experiment with temperature; try having a jug of water in the fridge, adding ice-cubes, or even warm
water in winter.
Water is the best choice to keep your kids hydrated throughout the day. Water contains no extra energy
and can quench your thirst. Other fluids such as milk, juice and sweetened drinks can also contribute to
your child’s fluid intake.
_________________________________________________________________________________

Mildura Specialist School has joined the Walk to School program for
2018
About Walk to School
Every October, VicHealth’s Walk to School encourages Victorian primary school kids and their families to walk, ride or scoot to and from
school every day. It’s a great way for the whole family to increase
their physical activity levels. Plus, it is a chance to enjoy more time
with your kids and meet other local families along the way.
Along with the health benefits, it also reduces traffic congestion, saves
on parking, helps us connect with family and friends and saves the
environment!
Part way is okay! If you can’t walk the whole way, why not try parking the car a few blocks from your
school and walk, ride or scoot the rest.
There are so many great reasons to participate in Walk to School this October and we’re excited to be part
of the fun because getting active is even more fun when we do it together!
What we are doing at MSS
During school hours we will encourage students and staff to be active through the day. This year classes
will score the 'REPS' for activities completed. REPS is about being active and promoting movement and
skills. REPS involve activities such as walking laps, riding bikes during Bike Ed program, swimming,
skipping, running, physio and PE activities.
Everyone is a winner so good luck to all classes for the month of October to be more active and have fun.
Walk start from Monday 8 October – Friday 2 November.
Be healthy and active!!! Healthy Communities Committee

SCHOOL REMINDER
EXCURSIONS

All excursions can be paid by instalments, either at the school office or online
through the school account. See above for details for the school bank account.
Please ensure all relevant forms are signed and returned with payment before the
due date.

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUNDS (CSEF)

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) commenced in 2015.
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card (Centrelink Card/Health
Care Card) or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply for CSEF. $125 per
year is paid for eligible primary school students, and $225 per year is paid for eligible secondary school students. A special consideration eligibility category also
exists. Payments are made directly to the school.
CSEF applications forms are available at the front office.

PAYMENTS
School fees, camps, excursion and cooking costs
etc. can be paid to our
Bank Account details are
Commonwealth Bank
BSB: 063 557
Account No: 10080861
Please enter the name of
student and activity you
are paying for.
Thankyou

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

MEDICAL

At Mildura Specialist School we have children who are at risk of an
anaphylactic reaction to nuts, eggs, seafood and kiwi fruit in the school.
Please be mindful of this when preparing your child’s lunch or snacks.

HEADLICE
As a school community, we share the responsibility to control and manage head lice infections. Head lice have been around for many thousands of years and cannot be eradicated.
Supporting each other to minimize their spread is vital.
It is important to check your child’s head regularly with conditioner and comb even when
you don’t think your child has head lice.

MEDICATION
In the interests of safe practice, medication must be brought to the office in its original packaging by an adult and
paper work completed to authorise school personnel to administer it.

Please note: Students are not to transport medication to school.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

CANTEEN NEWS

The canteen will operate each Friday; orders must be completed and
returned to school no later than Tuesday morning of that week.
Order forms are available to download and print from the MSS website.
All lunch orders must be in on Tuesday mornings.

UNIFORMS

Our school uniforms are supplied by LASER SIGN & PRINT and are available from 3 Andriske Crt Mildura. Contact person is Darran Seaman, phone: 03 5021 1129 mob: 0429 437 858
For all other enquiries for uniforms please contact the school.

PARENT/GUARDIAN/CARER CONCERNS

If you have a concern with any aspect of your child’s education, please contact the Office (5021 3311). They will:
1. Put you in touch with the appropriate person
2. Help organise a meeting with the appropriate person.
It is important that your concerns are addressed as quickly as possible.

SCHOOL REMINDERS
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Parents/Carers please take note of Parent Pick Up times.
Early Years and Lower Middle Years: 2:40—2.50 PM
Upper Middle Years and Later Years. 2.50—3.00PM
This is to help ease congestion on Deakin Ave and for safety of cars and students.
____________________________________________________________________________________

STUDENT ABSENCES

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon as possible on the day of absence. Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away,
helps ensure the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility.
If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained.
Please notify the school by one of the following means:

Phone: 03 5021 3311

Medical Certificate

Appointment notification

A signed and dated note with student’s full name
____________________________________________________________________________________

SAME DAY NOTIFICATION OF STUDENT ABSENCES
New Education Department Attendance Guidelines
Schools need to know when and why a child is absent and you need to know if your child isn’t at school.
From the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government schools are required to contact parents/carers as
soon as practicable on the same day of an unexplained student absence. If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained.
This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them behind.
What is your responsibility?
let the school know in advance of any upcoming absences or let
them know in the morning if your child won’t be at school. In order for schools to implement the same
day notification requirement, it’s essential that you provide the school with your most up-to-date contact
details.
Generally one notification will be sent per family. Should there be circumstances that require both parents
and carers to be notified, please contact the school to make the necessary arrangements.
What is the school’s responsibility?
The school must notify you of an unexplained absence in relation to your child as soon as practicable on
the same day.
We will let you know by phone.

COMMUNITY NEWS
National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA) and the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS).
The NDIA is an independent statutory agency. Their role is to implement the NDIS.
Information

categories:

for families and students who live in Mallee Area and are in one or more of the following

Students who are in one or more of the following categories have had their contact details provided to the National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA) to facilitate a smooth transition into the NDIS:

Students receiving Program for Students with Disabilities (PSD) funding for Vision Impairment;
Students enrolled at a Specialist School exclusively for students with Moderate to Profound Intellectual Disability; (Swan Hill Specialist, Mildura SDS)
Students with disability transport program (Specialist School Bus, taxi or conveyance allowance);
Personal care support at school (Program for Students with Disabilities (PSD) funding at level 4, 5 or 6; and/or
Medical Intervention Support (MIS)).

How do I know if my child is eligible for NDIS?

If your child meets the age, residency and disability requirements of the NDIS and you live in the Mallee Area your child
may be able to access the NDIS. The Mallee Area includes the following Local Government Areas;

Buloke, Gannawarra, Mildura, Swan Hill

When and how will parents be contacted?

The NDIA start date in the above LGA’s is October 2018. The NDIA may contact you by phone or letter before October to
begin the process of access to the NDIS. Please be aware that the NDIA will call from an ‘unknown’ caller ID number. If
they are not able to contact you they will send you a letter. The NDIA is contacting a large number of families so you may
not be immediately contacted. Your patience is appreciated.

What do I need to do after the NDIA contacts me?

As the NDIS may fund supports and services in addition to what your child is currently receiving at school, we encourage
you to respond to the NDIA as soon as they get in touch.
It is important to note the NDIS does not fund supports that relate to your child’s learning. These will still be the responsibility of schools and the education system.
If your child is eligible for the NDIS, you will be asked to work with the NDIA to develop a plan which will identify the
services and support best suited to your child.

What will change and what won’t?

Your child will be assessed for need and may be eligible for a range of supports. For now, your child’s bus to school and
support for personal care needs at school will continue to be delivered in the same way. If there are changes to arrangements
in the future these will be gradual and we will talk to you first. For now there is no change.

What if my child isn’t receiving personal care or transport?

If you live in Mallee and your child is not currently receiving these services through the Victorian Government, and you
believe they might be eligible for the NDIS, we encourage you to approach the NDIA to be assessed. You can contact the
NDIA on 1800 800 110.

What if I don’t live in Mallee

The NDIS is transitioning across Victoria, Local Government Area by Local Government Area from 1 July 2016 to 30 June
2019. To see when the Local Government Area you live in is scheduled to transition, please refer to the website: https://
myplace.ndis.gov.au/ndisstorefront/about-us/our-sites/vic.1.html. Closer to the Area rollout more information will become
available.

Upcoming Information sessions
Date

Time

Monday 22 October

1.00 PM – 3.00PM

Tuesday 23 October

10.30AM – 12.30 PM

Additional information

Venue
Swan Hill Specialist School
27-33 Yana St
Swan Hill
Ph: (03)5032 3683
Contact: Jodi Walters, Principal
Mildura Specialist School
341-357 Deakin Avenue
Mildura
Phone: 5021 3311
Contact: Penny Hale, Assistant Principal

For additional information, visit: http://www.ndis.gov.au/about-us/our-sites/vic
If you have any further questions please contact: Cheryl Mills Inclusion, Access and Participation Manager, Early Childhood and School Support, NWVR ph: 0477 390 498 or via email: mills.cheryl.a@edumail.vic.gov.au

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

