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Newsletter    No :  21                   DATE:    19 December 2019 

 
We value being: RESPECTFUL   SAFE  &  RESPONSIBLE  

 
Child Safe:  Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children 

and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.  

Staffing: On Fr iday we are sadly farewelling two staff members.  
Ani is going on leave. On behalf of the staff, students and school community I 
would like thank Ani very much for all her work and dedication over the past 
twenty years. Bob Jankowski prepared the caricature on the right to commemorate this oc-
casion. Thank you Ani – we will miss you. Lauren Rohde has been appointed to replace 

Ani. Welcome to our school Lauren. Lauren comes with many years working in school administration.  
Miss Zahra is also leaving on Friday. We will miss your gentle way of working Miss Zahra and wish 
you all the best for the future.   

Last Tuesday we hosted our annual Volunteer Morning Tea. Thank you to Pauline and 

Sid Gibson, Kristy Stevenson, Tracy Sibun, Joy Zadow and Warren Pearce who gave 
their time this year to volunteer at our school.  

Thank you to Susan Alexander and the Year 10 students for organising the Summer Fun 
Day. Unfortunately we were not able to have the water play due to the water restrictions 

but the barbecue went ahead. Thank you once again to the Lions Club for cooking the barbecue.  

School Captains: School Captains for  2020 were presented with their  badges at Assembly this week after  
student and staff votes were counted following speeches by students. Congratulations to our new School Captains: Tulisha 

Williams and Haymish Elliott Blair, and Vice Captains:  Jasper Rayson, Ethan Hudson and Ma'Ata Tupou. Thank you to our 
outgoing Captains, Nathan, Katelyn, Jessiedean and Jai.  

Pupil Free Days for 2020: 
Day 1 28 February 
Day 2 Thursday 13 February  
Day 3 Fr iday 14 February  
Day 4 – to be announced 
School resumes for students on 29 January, 2020 

As the end of the year approaches I would like to thank all our staff for their hard work during the past year to 

enable our students to achieve so much and for the opportunities provided to participate in so many interest-
ing and engaging activities. Thank you also to our School Council members, particularly to our President, 

Connie Aldamiz, for all your time and work to provide school governance.  

Best wishes to everyone for a safe and happy holiday.  

Penny Hale Acting Principal  

P.O. Box 63CP Mildura 3501                            (P) 50213311     (F) 50213314     
Acting Principal:  Penny Hale   
Acting Assistant Principal:   David Wright 
Email: mildura.ss@edumail.vic.gov.au             Web Address: www.mildss.vic.edu.au 

20 December— Last day of school—Early Departure 
 School Finishes at 1 pm.  
Early Parent Departure &Taxis—Commencing 12.40pm  
Term 1 2020—Students return.  



 
 

 

 
SWPBS—School Wide Positive Behaviour Support 

 

During 2019 we have had a large number of students receiving awards for being 

Safe, Responsible and Respectful. We thank our outgoing school captains for Being 
Responsible and helping to run our assembly each week. We look forward to our 
new School Captains also Being Responsible next year. We hope everybody has a 

Safe, Respectful, Responsible holiday period and look forward to seeing students in 
the New Year. 

Principal’s Award 
 

Congratulations to all Award winners this fortnight. 
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AND SO, 2019 DRAWS TO A CLOSE… 

Hard to believe another year draws to a close! It has whipped past quickly but upon reflection, it 
has been a busy time in the Art Room for classes participating over this year. 
Students had a good fill of Painting, dabbled with some Sculpture and 3D Construction, played 

with Collage and always there was Drawing to return to, like a slice of Aunt Beth's favourite chocolate cake! Students enjoyed 
coming to classes; always a sense of excitement and anticipation was tangible as Art shirts and seats were readied in preparation 
for the next mission to unfold! 
What has been especially pleasing this year has been the eagerness and willing-
ness on the part of all students to have a go at making something of the ideas 
and notions that constituted projects and activities. And those who were hesitant 
to begin with? Well good on them by year's end! To see them more relaxed and 
open to trying, having realised that nothing awful was going to happen to them 
should their ideas not work out as they might have planned. Instead, surprises 
happened, and they discovered something new about themselves and their work. 
Such is the growth of confidence! 
It is with great hope that this exploration continues in other personal pastures 
over the holidays for them. Students will extend their creative exploration in 
curiosity independently or with others. Every action that helps them grow 
through making a picture or writing a card is a positive! Here's to them then, 
embarking on making something every day! 
Hoping you all share a wonderful, peaceful and relaxing Christmas/New Year 

break so that you start 2020 with new, clear and invigorated vision! 

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL  

 
 

Early Years students have been discussing how families and communities celebrate events. Food prepara-
tion is part of celebrations and getting together. Weekly cooking sessions this term have developed skills 

in planning, hygiene, following instructions and collecting the required items. Indy-Lou and Antony are 
mixing ingredients, decorating and sampling the finished product. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout Term 4, students in Room 11 have been exposed to the Universal 
Core Vocabulary through explicit teaching and modelling of a single core focus 
word each week. During a Science class, staff modelled and encouraged the use 
of the core focus 
word Help, whilst 
following a proce-
dure to create 
Moon Dough.  
 

 

 

Art & Music Awards 
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NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Upper Middle Years staff wish all our families a very relaxing and wonderful Christmas and New 
Year. 
Thank you for your support during 2019. It makes student learning more effective if we have the support of 
families and carers. 
We also look forward to what 2020 brings us. To those students moving into other classes, we wish you all 
the very best. For those students moving up from Lower Middle Years (Primary), we welcome you and 
wish you a great 2020. 
Please stay safe and well during the holidays. Merry Christmas. 
 
 
 WE ARE STILL HUMAN  -a poem by Ashlyn Brown 

We are still human 
To the tears we shed 

To the smiles we give 
We are still human. 

We have hearts that make us human 
We love our families. 

For our kindness and passion 
For our selfishness and rudeness 

We are still human. 
We are NOT machines. 
We are NOT animals. 
We are still human. 

With less than a week to go there are still tasks being undertaken to complete requirements for 2019 and in 

preparation for 2020. Last Thursday our very talented hospitality group, under the supervision and guid-
ance of Mr. Paul T and Donna, prepared, cooked and presented a delicious End of Year lunch, to the Later 
Years students and staff. Main course was roast chicken and pork –with crackling. Dessert included Pavlo-

va, trifle, chocolate ripple cake and fruit crumble.  Following lunch the Later Years’ students and staff 
heard speeches from the 11 students vying for the School Captain and Vice-Captain roles in 2020.  They 
displayed enthusiasm and a willingness to be role models for students, particularly in the MSS core values 

of being Respectful, Responsible and Safe. The votes are in and the successful candidates were announced 
at Tuesday's Assembly.  This week students will be bringing home Semester Two reports, school maga-
zines (if ordered) and information about 2020 classrooms / staffing. The 2020 MSS Information booklet 

will also be sent home this week.   We thank all who have helped make this year successful and wish all 
students and their families a safe and happy holiday.  



HEALTHY COMMUNITIES  

 

Staying Hydrated  
 
 
As the Summer heat comes in full force, here are some suggestions for increasing 
your fluid intake throughout the day: 
 Have a drink with each meal and snack, whether you feel thirsty or not.  
 Keep a drink bottle with you and sip from it regularly throughout the day. 
 Put a glass of water nearby where it is in view. 
 Drink a full glass of water with your medications instead of just a sip.  
 Keep your favorite drinks in the house, at your preferred temperature.   
 Choose high fluid foods such as soup, pureed fruit, jelly, custard, or ice cream.  
 Have a milk drink or fruit smoothie, which also has important nutrients. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS 2020 
 

Congratulations to the students who were selected to represent our school in 2020. 
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SCHOOL REMINDER 

EXCURSIONS  
All excursions can be paid by instalments, either at the school office or online 
through the school account. See above for details for the school bank account.  
Please ensure all relevant forms are signed and returned with payment before the  
due date.  

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUNDS (CSEF) 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) commenced in 2015. 
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card (Centrelink Card/Health 
Care Card) or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply for CSEF. $125 per 
year is paid for eligible primary school students, and $225 per year is paid for eli-
gible secondary school students. A special consideration eligibility category also 
exists. Payments are made directly to the school.  
CSEF applications forms are available at the front office. 

PAYMENTS  

School fees, camps, ex-
cursion and cooking costs 
etc. can be paid to our 
Bank Account details are   

Commonwealth Bank  
BSB: 063 557 
Account No: 10080861 
 
Please enter the name of 
student and activity you 
are paying for. 
Thankyou 

MEDICAL 
At Mildura Specialist School we have children who are at risk of an 
anaphylactic reaction to nuts, eggs, figs, watermelon pineapple and ki-
wi fruit in the school. Please be mindful of this when prepar ing 

your child’s lunch or snacks. 

HEADLICE 
As a school community, we share the responsibility to control and manage head lice infec-
tions.  Head lice have been around for many thousands of years and cannot be eradicated.  
Supporting each other to minimize their spread is vital.  

It is important to check your child’s head regularly with conditioner and comb even when 
you don’t think your child has head lice. 

MEDICATION 
In the interests of safe practice, medication must be brought to the office in its original packaging by an adult and 
paper work completed to authorise school  personnel to administer it. 

Please note:  Students are not to transport medication to school. 

CANTEEN NEWS 
The canteen will operate each Friday; orders must be completed and  
returned to school no later than Tuesday morning of that week.  
Order forms are available to download and print from the MSS website.  
All lunch orders must be in on Tuesday mornings. 

UNIFORMS 
Our school uniforms are supplied by LASER SIGN & PRINT and are available from 3 Andriske Crt Mildura.  Contact per-
son is Darran Seaman, phone:   03 5021 1129    mob:   0429 437 858  
For all other enquiries for uniforms please contact the school.  

PARENT/GUARDIAN/CARER CONCERNS 
If you have a concern with any aspect of your child’s education, please contact the Office (5021 3311).  They will:  
1. Put you in touch with the appropriate person  
2. Help organise a meeting with the appropriate person. 
    It is important that your concerns are addressed as quickly as possible.  
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SCHOOL REMINDERS  
                                

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 

Parents/Carers please take note of  Parent Pick Up times. 

Early Years and Primary Years: 2:40—2.50 PM 
Secondary Years: 2.50—3.00PM 
 
This is to help ease congestion on Deakin Ave and for safety of cars and students.  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

STUDENT ABSENCES 
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon as possible on the day of ab-
sence. Notifying the school of your  child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away, 
helps ensure the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility. 
If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the school to explain why, the ab-
sence will be marked as unexplained.  
 
Please notify the school by one of the following means:  
 Phone: 03 5021 3311  
 Medical Certificate 
 Appointment notification 
 A signed and dated note with student’s full name 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SAME DAY NOTIFICATION OF STUDENT ABSENCES  
New  Education Department Attendance Guidelines 

Schools need to know when and why a child is absent and you need to know if your child isn’t at school.  

From the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government schools are required to contact parents/carers as soon as practicable on 

the same day of an unexplained student absence. If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the 

school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained. 

This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s 

education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them behind. 

 

What is your responsibility? 

let the school know in advance of any upcoming absences or let them know in the morning if your child 

won’t be at school. In order for schools to implement the same day notification requirement, it’s essential that you provide the 

school with your most up-to-date contact details. 

Generally one notification will be sent per family. Should there be circumstances that require both parents and carers to be 

notified, please contact the school to make the necessary arrangements.  

 

What is the school’s responsibility? 

The school must notify you of an unexplained absence in relation to your child as soon as practicable on the same day.  

We will let you know by phone. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Northern Mallee Parks  

 

02/01/2020 9:30am –10:30am Ants Picnic- Kings Billabong Park 
Meet at the Kings Billabong Walks Carpark, Via Irymple Avenue and Bruce’s Bend to 
register. 
Come along and learn about the wonderful world of Ants. What do they like to eat? 
Where do they live? Let’s explore. 

06/01/2020 9:30am -10:30am Fantastic Frogging - Kings Billabong Park 
Please meet at the new fishing platform, Via Irymple Avenue and Bruce’s Bend to reg-
ister. 
We will be going on a short walk and collecting clues along the way to discover the 
amazing frogs that live in our Kings Billabong. Do you know what frogs live in your 
back yard? 

07/01/2020 9:30am – 10:30am 
  
  
  
  

Mini Beast Discovery – Knights Creek, Robinvale 
Meet at Knights Creek, Via Pump Road and River Track, Robinvale to Register. 
Come along and let's explore our creeks and lake systems. We will discover what won-
derful little critters are living in our waterways and how healthy they are. 

08/01/2020 9:30am- 10:30am Catch a Carp – Kings Billabong Park 
Please meet at the new fishing platform, Via Irymple Avenue and Bruce’s Bend to reg-
ister. 
Come and join Parks Victoria and Mallee Catchment Management Authority for a fun 
morning learning about the impact of the European Carp on our water ways. Bring your 
fishing rod and bait along and help remove some Carp from Kings Billabong. 

09/01/2020 9:30am – 10:30am 
  
  
  
  
  
  
13/01/2020 9:30am –10:30am 

Wildlife Rescue - Merbein Common 
Please meet at Cowanna Billabong Carpark, Via Wentworth Road and Sylvia Street. 
Our native wildlife belongs in our beautiful bush land. How can we help them stay 
healthy and happy? Come along and learn about how we can keep our native wildlife 
safe. 
  
Climate Watch Trail- Kings Billabong Park 
Join a Ranger and learn how to monitor the Kings Billabong Climate watch trail. 
Please meet at the Kings Billabong walks carpark, Via Irymple avenue and Bruce’s 
Bend. 

14/01/2020 9:30am -10:30am Mini Beast Discovery- Lake Kramen, Hattah-Kulkyne NP 
Meet at Lake Kramen, Via Calder Highway and Hattah Robinvale Rd to Register. 
Come along and let's explore our creeks and lake systems. We will discover what won-
derful little critters are living in our waterways and how healthy they are. 

15/01/2020 9:30am – 10:30am 
  
  
  
  

A Natural history of the Murray- Merbein Common 
Please meet at Chaffey Landing Via Wentworth Rd and Mondellimon Track 
Join a ranger and explore the history of Chaffey’s Landing we will explore the art of 
describing and drawing a native species. 

16/01/2020 9:30am- 10:30am Nature Impressions of the Murray- Red Cliffs 
Join a Ranger at the Red Cliffs day use area. Via Woomera Avenue and Pumps Rd. 
Explore the idea of creating art from Nature. 

20/01/2020 9:30am- 10:30am All Fired Up! – Hattah-Kulkyne NP 
Please meet at the Hattah information centre access Via Calder Hwy. 
Join the local rangers and discover how fire is good for the bush. We will go through 
the Junior Ranger firefighting training. 
  



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Northern Mallee Parks  

 

 

All Junior Ranger activities are free, and are suitable for chil-

dren aged 6-12 years. Bookings are essential. Please visit 

www.juniorrangers.com.au 

21/01/2019 9:30am –10:30am All Fired Up! - Knights Creek, Robinvale 
Meet at Knights Creek, Via Pump Road and River Track, Robinvale to Register. 

Learn about the role rangers play in fighting bushfires and gain an insight to how fires 
are planned for and managed in our National Parks.  Junior Rangers will undertake the 

Junior ranger firefighting training with a fun obstacle course. 

22/01/2020 9:30am –10:30am Fish and Ladders- Lock 11, Mildura Water Front 
Please meet at Lock 11 grassed area. Access via Hugh King drive. 

Come along and learn about how our native fish navigate the Murray River with weir 
pools and locks. 

23/01/20209:30am -10:30am Marvellous Micro Bats- Cowanna Cutting, Merbein 
Please meet at the Cowanna Cutting Carpark, Access Via Wentworth Road and Syliva 

St. 
Micro Bats are flying around in the evenings, but what do they look like? What do they 

sound like? We will set an Annabat and listen to the secret micro bat language. 

28/01/2020 9:30am – 10:30am 
  
  
  

Ants Picnic- Knights Creek, Robinvale 
Meet at knights Creek, Via Pump Road and River Track, Robinvale to Register. 

Come along and learn about the wonderful world of Ants. What do they like to eat? 
Where do they live? Let’s explore. 

29/01/2020 9:30am- 10:30am Scratching Around- Hattah-Kulkyne NP, Day Visitor Centre 
Please meet at the Hattah- Kulkyne NP information centre. Access Via Calder Hwy 

and Hattah Robinvale Rd. 
Join a Parks Victoria Ranger to learn about our unique Mallee Fowl and how they live 

in our harsh environment. 

30/01/2020 9:30am- 10:30am All Fired Up! – Merbein Common Sandbar 
Please meet at the Merbein Common Sandbar, Access Via Wentworth road and the 

River track. 
Learn about the role rangers play in fighting bushfires and gain an insight to how fires 

are planned for and managed in our national parks.  Junior Rangers will explore the 
adaptations of native flora and fauna to deal with fire and how the bush recovers after a 

bush fire. 
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