MILDURA SPECIALIST SCHOOL
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DATE: 11 February, 2021

We value being: RESPECTFUL SAFE & RESPONSIBLE
Child Safe: Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children
and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.

DATES TO REMEMBER
8 March—Public Holiday—No school.

TERM 1
SUNSMART

Principal’s Report
Teaching and Learning: Ther e was a sense of excitement last Fr iday when our Cer tificate 1 in Retail students were preparing for their visit to Ritchies IGA in Red Cliffs. The
students looked very smart in their white shirts, black pants and shoes. Thank you to families for supporting these preparations. Susan and Belinda reported that the students managed very well and that the older students helped the new students. It was great to see the
students so proud of their achievements when they returned. Well done to all.

Student Support Group Meetings: Teacher s ar e booking Student Suppor t Gr oup Meetings to set long and shor t ter m
goals for the year. This is an important time for staff and families to collaborate and share information.

We have welcomed five students from Monash University this week. The students are working in different areas across the school and have settled in well. We wish them all the best during their time in our setting and are sure they will enjoy exploring the local district.
You may have heard the announcements late last year about the Tutor Initiative for
schools. I am pleased to announce that Angela Slorach has been employed to provide tutoring in our school from Monday – Thursday. Angela has extensive experience with supporting students to improve their literacy skills and has worked in our school for many
years. Please see the information within this newsletter. More information will be provided as the program progresses.
Code Red Days: The Depar tment has updated its policy on bus/taxi tr avel on Code Red
Days. Our school remains open on these days. Other schools in the area may close depending
on their location. If you have children at other schools please be guided by their information.
It is important that we have up to date information in case we need to make contact at short
notice. Please see the letter about the policy change. We are working with the Department to
liaise with NSW services.
PRIVACY REMINDER
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in
the Schools’ Privacy Policy.
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on
our website https://www.mildss.vic.edu.au.
For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents. This
information is also available in nine community languages.
P.O. Box 63CP Mildura 3501
Principal: Penny Hale
Assistant Principal: David Wright
Email: mildura.ss@education.vic.gov.au
Web Address: www.mildss.vic.edu.au
(P) 50213311 (F) 50213314

Please note: The Department (which includes our school) does not have accident insurance.
Items of personal property that are lost, stolen or damaged at school are not the responsibility of Mildura Specialist School or the Department. Staff and students are reminded not to
bring items of value to school.

Covid Update: A revised guide was issued on 9 February.

Face masks in schools

Please see the Department of Health website for the latest face mask requirements, as advice
may change at short notice.
As per the directions of the Victorian Chief Health Officer from 11:59pm, Wednesday 3 February 2021:

School staff and secondary school students aged 12 or older must carry a face mask at all times and
wear a face mask indoors when at school, including when attending an Outside School Hours Care
(OSHC) program, unless an exception applies.
Children under 12 years of age and students at primary school are not required to wear face masks
when at school, or when attending an OHSC program.
Face masks are mandatory for all school staff and school students aged 12 or older on public transport
and when in taxis or ride share vehicles. This includes travelling to and from school on public
transport or in a vehicle with others not from your household.
There are a number of lawful excuses for not wearing a face mask, including for staff and students who
are unable to wear a face mask due to the nature of their disability. This includes students or staff
who have a medical condition, such as a breathing problem, a serious skin condition on the face, or a
mental health condition.
School staff are not required to wear face masks while teaching or caring, but those who wish to do so,
can. Staff must wear face masks in indoor areas of the school when not teaching or caring.
Visitors to school sites must also wear masks when indoors. Please ensure anyone on your school site
is aware of the updated face mask requirements.
Health, wellbeing and inclusion staff are required to wear face masks indoors, unless an exemption applies, including the need for ‘clear enunciation or visibility of their mouth’ (for example, when undertaking a speech therapy intervention or working with individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing).
Those required to wear a face mask indoors must wear a fitted face mask when singing indoors.
A face mask must cover the nose and mouth. Face shields, scarves or bandanas do not meet these requirements.

Face masks and hot weather

It is important to follow the Victorian Chief Health Officer’s directions on wearing face masks, and there are steps that can be
taken to improve comfort during warmer weather:

Keep hydrated with water.
Use a single-use mask, or a reusable face mask made from 100 per cent cotton, for increased breathability.
Wash your reusable mask frequently to maintain effectiveness and bring a spare so you can change your
mask if it gets damp or wet.
Take mask breaks throughout the day, when you’re in settings that do not require them to be worn.

Congratulations to our Award winners this week. Well done!

School Councils - Department of Education and Training
www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/community/Pages/schoolcouncils.aspx

There are 6 parent vacancies and 2 DET representative vacancies.
If you have any questions please contact Sharyn Morris, Business Manager or myself.
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged by 4.00pm on 4 March 2021.
Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted.
Please make contact with the office if you have any questions about the information in this Newsletter.
Kind Regards
Penny Hale
Principal

Mildura Specialist School
Code Red Bus Route Closures Policy Change
11/2/2021
Dear Parents and Carers
I am writing to inform you of the recent changes to the Department of Education and Training’s (the Department)
Code Red Day policy and procedures.
Please be advised that, in future, any school bus routes that are within, or pass-through, weather districts where
the fire danger is determined to be Code Red will be cancelled.
Based on the experience of the 2019 Code Red day in Mallee and Northern Country weather districts, the Department has decided that all school bus routes will be cancelled on future Code Red determined days in impacted
weather districts. The Department’s reason for making this policy change is to protect and preserve the lives of students, staff and education communities by taking the most prudent approach to the risk posed by the most catastrophic bushfire conditions.
Code Red days are determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner for affected weather districts by at
least 1pm the day prior. Our School will give you as much notice as possible of the potential of a Code Red determination for the Mallee districts our school buses operate in and will notify you of any determination of the Commissioner on the day prior to a Code Red day.
Please contact myself, David Wright or the front office if you have any questions or concerns Code Red day school
bus route closures.
What can parents/carers do?
Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative transport arrangements in
the event that our school bus network is closed.
Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us by
reading our newsletters, by checking our website, https://www.mildss.vic.edu.au/about and by talking to your
child’s teacher or any other member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan.
Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in a bushfire prone area you
should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.
If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.
You can access more information about school, children’s services and school bus route closures on the Department’s website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
Multiple sources that offer information on emergencies are listed below:
VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices
VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)
Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency)
Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency)
ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters

Yours sincerely,
Penny Hale
Principal

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL

Principal Awards
Room 20 - Jordan: for being a positive and friendly role model to new students in the classroom.
Room 21 - Lachlan: for demonstrating maturity both in the classroom and in yard play.
Room 23 - Mia: for being responsible and always following instructions.
Room 25 - Xavier: for joining class mates in Room 25 and making choices from your schedule.
SWPBS Awards
Room 20 - Dale: by walking away without arguing from an unsafe incident.
Room 21 - Cody: by walking away from unsettled behaviours and not getting involved
Room 23 - Logan: by telling the teacher about unsafe behaviours in the classroom.
Room 25 - Kira: by using and passing scissors safely to peers.

CAUSE FOR PAINTING CELEBRATION
Activity around the ramp of the outdoor stage in Senior Yard was noticed last Wednesday when Stan and
Greg, our dependable grounds and maintenance team, installed the ‘Graffiti Wall Mural’. VCAL students
of 2020 spent much of last year planning, designing, getting drawn up and finally painting this mural as a
collaborative community project. Every student contributed a design towards the overall outcome and all
students helped with the painting of each other’s motifs. The result, which now is installed as part of the
outdoor stage wall is a colourful and energized visual presentation of the students interests and creative
solutions. Well done to all those students – 2020 graduants, and those continuing their studies, who added
their part to this project!

Early Years’ News

We are pleased to welcome our new preps for 2021 into Early Years. We look forward to getting to know
all the students who are new and our returning students. Our Term One topic is ‘Our School-Past and
Present’. Students are getting to know everyone in their classrooms and the expectations of each room.
We would like to remind everyone to have a labelled broad brimmed hat and water bottle.

Primary Years’ News
Primary Rooms have been participating in activities relating to 'All About Me' to learn about students
likes and dislikes. This helps teachers to engage the students in their learning. Students have also been
sharing this information with their friends, so that they can learn more about each other and be Respectful, Safe and Responsible in the classroom.
Students have been completing sensory activities relating to animals, activities and smells that they like.
This information helps staff set up activities and the classrooms to help engage students in their learning.
In Room 15 students have been learning about what they like and do not like. Axel liked exploring a
blanket with different textures and colours.
It has been wonderful to see students wearing hats and bringing drink bottles to school during the warmer
weather in Term One.
Student Support Group Meetings will begin this week, teachers will be sending home notes about how
parents and carers can help us do our best for your child, this is valuable information and we appreciate
your input.

Secondary Personal Applied Learning News
Welcome new students and families to Personal and Applied Learning (PAL), 2021. Classroom teachers
will be contacting families to discuss arrangements for upcoming Student Support Group (SSG) meetings.
PAL students have the composting system up and running across the whole school. Tasks that PAL students complete include; collecting green bags from classrooms, replacing green bags and putting the large
green bin out for kerb-side collection.
Independent Living Skills (ILS) students have been building their fitness and endurance through bike riding. Room 24 and 25 had a successful community access visit to Mildura Central, with more visits
planned. Please keep a lookout for Hydrotherapy notes for Rooms 11, 13 and ILS students.

SECONDARY PreCAL News
In PreCAL Secondary room 21 students are practicing their money skills by collecting money amounts and
changing over coins to suit note amounts.
Students are learning how to use Microsoft PowerPoint to create a presentation about our term topic Australia and the World.

SECONDARY—VCAL AND VAL News
This week the Year 10 and 11 Retail students attended their first workplace practical session for 2021.
Year 10 students were especially excited to attend their first
ever practical work experience
at Ritchies IGA Supermarket,
Red Cliffs. Students wore the
trainee uniform, which is a
white shirt and black pants. Student designed their own name
tags and wore masks which
were required while in the
workplace.

Volleyball
Join a volleyball association near you.
How does volleyball help you be physically and mentally healthy?
Well this activity helped me to get physically fit. Using my arms to hit the ball strengthened my muscles.
Volleyball has helped with my mental health because it got my mind off other things. It’s
also helped with my concentration. If I needed to have my own time out, volleyball has
really helped. It is a calming activity for me.
Volleyball is good for emotional and mental health of players. It is a fun exercise which
reduces stress and anxiety. It can also help in managing mood swings.
All genders can play this activity.
Personally I love volleyball and became interested in it because of the series, ‘Haikyu!!’ I
watched. This anime is based off volleyball and is extremely inspiring, this got me hooked
on volleyball.
Kaelah, Room 18

Lunch orders
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………..Lake Cullulleraine Outdoor Activity Days………...

Lunch orders
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SCHOOL REMINDERS

PAYMENTS

School fees, camps, excursion and cooking costs etc. can be paid to our Bank
EXCURSIONS
All excursions can be paid by instalments, either at the school of- Account details are
Commonwealth Bank
fice or online through the school account. See above for details
BSB: 063 557
for the school bank account.
Account No: 10080861
Please ensure all relevant forms are signed and returned with pay- Please enter the name of student and
ment before the due date.
activity you are paying for.
Thankyou

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUNDS (CSEF)

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) commenced in 2015.
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card (Centrelink Card/Health Care Card) or temporary
foster parents are eligible to apply for CSEF. $125 per year is paid for eligible primary school students,
and $225 per year is paid for eligible secondary school students. A special consideration eligibility category also exists. Payments are made directly to the school.

MEDICAL

At Mildura Specialist School we have children who are at risk of an anaphylactic reaction to nuts in the
school. Please be mindful of this when preparing your child’s lunch or snacks.

HEADLICE

As a school community, we share the responsibility to control and manage head lice infections. Head lice have been
around for many thousands of years and cannot be eradicated. Supporting each other to minimize their spread is
vital.
It is important to check your child’s head regularly with conditioner and comb even when you don’t think your child
has head lice.

MEDICATION

In the interests of safe practice, medication must be brought to the office in its original packaging by an adult and
paper work completed to authorise school personnel to administer it.

Please note: Students are not to transport medication to school.
CANTEEN NEWS The canteen will operate each Friday; orders must be com-

pleted and returned to school no later than Tuesday morning of that week.
Order forms are available from the school office or can be downloaded and printed from
the MSS website.
All lunch orders must be in on Tuesday mornings.

UNIFORMS

Our school uniforms are supplied by LASER SIGN & PRINT and are available from 3 Andriske Crt Mildura. Contact person is
Darran Seaman, phone: 03 5021 1129 mob: 0429 437 858. For all other enquiries for uniforms please contact the school.

PARENT/GUARDIAN/CARER CONCERNS

If you have a concern with any aspect of your child’s education, please contact the Office (5021 3311). They will:
1. Put you in touch with the appropriate person
2. Help organise a meeting with the appropriate person.
It is important that your concerns are addressed as quickly as possible.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Parents/Carers please take note of Parent Pick Up times.
Early Years and Upper Primary Years: 2:40—2.50 PM
Secondary Years and VCAL. 2.50—3.00PM
This is to help ease congestion on Deakin Ave and for safety of cars and students.

